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REDEMOS democracy funding dataset

• Dataset developed based on the data on financial flows
provided under the framework of Official Development
Assistance (ODA), reported by the European Commission to
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) between 2005 and 2022

• Cooperation between NTNU (Trondheim), KSE and the
University of Sankt Gallen

• 1474 entries, including information about projects funded
by:
• the Commission (222 entries)
• EU member states (646 entries)
• the USA (416 entries)
• international organizations, most active in the region

(155 entries).
• The total amount of examined aid accounted for USD

496.27 billion.
International and EU funding in the eastern 
neighbourhood (2005-2022). REDEMOS Dataset 
3.2

https://zenodo.org/records/13123531


Conceptual innovation

Model Focus  (based on OECD purpose codes)

Electoral Free and fair elections
Functional legislatures 

Liberal Human rights, rule of law, anticorruption, 
media freedom 

Participatory Decentralization and subnational governance 
Civil society

Egalitarian Social protection & assistance, employment 

Peacebuilding Civilian support to conflict management and 
resolution

Feminist Women’s rights and participation 

• Use of V-DEM methodology + literature on
democracy in the region to map the substance
of democracy assistance
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Donors & Preferred models (from most to least popular), assistance 
in USD and % of total assistance

EU
(total: USD 184.25 million).

Member states
(total: USD 146.62
million)

USA
(total: USD 139.07
million)

International
organizations
(total: USD 26.33
million)

1st Peacebuilding (USD 83.68 million /
45.4 %)

Liberal (USD 48.5 million /
34.6%)

Participatory (USD 68
million /48.9 %)

Egalitarian (USD 16.01
million / 61.2 %)

2nd Liberal (USD 36.699 million /19.9
%)

Participatory (USD 37.9
million /27%)

Liberal (USD 33.6 million /
24.1 %)

Liberal (USD 5.15 million
/19.6%)

3rd Egalitarian (USD 31.84 million
/17.2 %)

Egalitarian (USD 26.47
million /18%)

Electoral (USD 15.47
million /11.1 %)

Participatory (USD 2.8
million /10.6%)

4th Participatory (USD 24.4 million /
13.2 %)

Peacebuilding
(USD 15.8 million / 11.2 %)

Egalitarian (USD 11.362
million /8.1%)

Peacebuilding (USD 1.3
million / 4.9%)

5th Feminist (USD 3.85 million /
slightly over 2%)

Feminist (USD 11.089
million /7.5%)

Peacebuilding (USD 9.7
million / 6.9%)

Feminist (USD 627 769
/2.38%)

6th Electoral (USD 3.73 million /
slightly over 2%)

Electoral (USD 1.37 million /
less than 1%)

Feminist (USD 917.89 / less
than 1%)

Electoral (USD 416 208 /
1.6 %)



Recommendation 1

• To introduce unified standards as to
the scope of data on the EU and
member states’ democracy
assistance projects, reported through
the OECD library, as well as their
classification
• Needed to ensure that projects are

reported in a consistent way, and
sufficient data are included

• There is clarity as to projects’ time
horizons

• EU staff has comprehensive guidance as
to how to classify projects under OECD
purpose codes



Recommendation 2

• To put an emphasis on the
alignment of funding priorities
and coordination on the
substance of democracy projects
between the EU, its member
states and other actors, active in
the EN region
• As the volumes of assistance

steadily rise, and ever new
programmes are being introduced
by international donors

• Particularly relevant for
multistakeholder action towards
Ukraine’s reconstruction



Recommendation 3

• Whenever possible under
political circumstances, to
strengthen the EU and
member states’ engagement
with the electoral model in
partner countries, especially
when it comes to building
partner countries’ resilience
to digital threats to elections.
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Recommendation 4

• To consider multi-stakeholder action in support of
decentralization and local empowerment in
Ukraine “U-LEAD with Europe” as a potential
model for long-term support of priority reforms in
partner countries in the EN region and beyond
• Multistakeholder engagement
• Sector reform support approach
• Long-termism (though not to be taken as an imperative)
• Flexibility, allowing for tailoring the action to various needs

/challenges (pre-war period, war reconstruction)
• Strong on-site presence

Source: EU 
Neighbours East



Recommendation 5

• To couple support for Ukraine’s reconstruction 
with that for reintegration of Ukrainians in the 
EU
• Centrality of human capital for reconstruction
• ‘One window’ digital platform for assistance with work, 

housing, psychological support, education for children 
etc.

• “E-Homeland” («Є-Батьківщина»)

Source: Дія



Outlook. Recommendations to the EU / member states

1. To introduce unified standards as to the scope of data on the EU and member states’
democracy assistance projects, reported through the OECD library, as well as their
classification

2. To put an emphasis on the alignment of funding priorities and coordination on the
substance of democracy projects between the EU, its member states and other actors,
active in the EN region

3. Whenever possible under political circumstances, to strengthen the EU and member
states’ engagement with the electoral model in partner countries, especially when it
comes to building partner countries’ resilience to digital threats to elections.

4. To consider multi-stakeholder action in support of decentralization and local
empowerment in Ukraine “U-LEAD with Europe” as a potential model for long-term
support of priority reforms in partner countries in the EN region and beyond

5. To couple support for Ukraine’s reconstruction with that for reintegration of Ukrainians
in the EU


