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Discussion 2: Partnerships and cooperation



Part I: Food Security  











Prevalence of moderate or severe food insecurity in the total population (3 yr-avg)

https://www.fao.org/interactive/state-of-food-security-nutrition/2-1-1/en/



Prevalence of undernourishment (3 year average) 

https://www.fao.org/interactive/state-of-food-security-nutrition/2-1-1/en/

Part II: Cereal Production



Total 2023 cereal production in Africa forecast 
at 199.8 million tonnes (rice in paddy terms), 
0.2 percent higher than the five-year average. 



- Cereals account for 50 percent 
of the average daily caloric 
intake in Africa. 

- Wheat and rice are particularly 
important, accounting for 30 
percent and 16 percent of 
cereal calories consumed, 
respectively.

- “Traditional cereals”: sorghum, 
pearl millet, finger millet, teff 
and African rice. 

- Maize, often overtook these 
traditional cereals 

- Wheat cultivated in North 
Africa and parts of East Africa 
(Sudan, Ethiopia).



Share of domestic production on domestic utilisation
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Share of domestic production on domestic utilisation
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WHEAT
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• Cereals: slightly over half of the 
arable land, almost entirely rainfed. 

• 4 out of past 5 seasons affected by 
drought

• Efforts to increase domestic 
production - reference prices, storage 
premia, import duties

• Wheat: 60 percent of imports
• The EU and the Black Sea: “soft” 

wheat, the share of Argentina and 
Brazil increasing. 

• During the past four years, UKR 20%, 
RF 7 %. In 2022, a negligible 1 % of 
from UKR, none from RF



• Cereals: almost entirely rainfed. 
• Third consecutive drought in 2023
• Efforts to increase domestic production - 

reference prices
• Wheat: 70 percent of domestic utilization 

imported
• In the past, wheat imports mostly from 

France, Canada, Germany, USA, Spain and 
Mexico. 

• In the 2022/23 marketing year (July/June), 
wheat imports from RF increased four times 
compared to the 2021/22 marketing year, 
exceeding over 2 million tonnes due to 
advantageous pricing compared to other 
origins.



• Cereals: almost entirely rainfed, irrigation 
15 percent. 

• 2023 drought not experiences for over 20yrs
• Efforts to increase domestic production - 

reference prices, subsidies.
• Between 2016 and 2020, almost 40 percent 

of its wheat imports from Ukraine, 
7 percent from RF and the rest from EU. 

• In 2022/23 marketing year, the share of 
Ukrainian exports declined to slightly over 
15 percent. 

• Although Black Sea countries supplied most 
wheat, shipments from Canada accounted 
for almost 20 percent of total imports.  



• Cereals: marginal production
• Between 2016 and 2020, over 30 percent of 

its wheat imports from Ukraine and 
20 percent from RF. 

• Following the start of the war in Ukraine, 
wheat origins shifted towards the Russian 
Federation, mostly due to price 
considerations. Between 2021/22 and 
2022/23 marketing years, wheat imports 
from the Russian Federation have more 
than doubled. 



• Cereals: almost entirely irrigated, stable 
production

• Incentives to increase local purchases
• Between 2016 and 2020, about 18 percent 

of wheat imports from Ukraine, and 
58 percent from RF. 

• Egypt – the world’s largest wheat importer – 
sought to diversity its import base. A 
number of countries, including India, Serbia 
and Portugal, were approved as new origins.

•  The government also gave the GASC (the 
state buyer) the right to contract directly 
with any government or company to 
purchase wheat without the need to make 
an international tender, as was customary in 
the past.



Common themes:

• Efforts to increase domestic production and decrease reliance on imports –
sustainability considerations, land – and WATER – availability, climate change

• Stable per capita consumption, population growth increases food use
• Lower per capita consumption, and decrease food loss and waste
• Urbanisation as a driver? 

• Diversify suppliers



THANK YOU
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